
 

March 12, 2020 
 
Dear Gahanna-Jefferson school community, 
 
As you know, we continue to place the highest priority on the health and well-being of our 
students, staff and families. As new cases of the coronavirus (COVID-19) increase across the 
state and country, we want to update you with what Gahanna-Jefferson Public Schools is doing 
to help slow the spread of the virus. 
 
Yesterday, Governor DeWine previewed his intention to issue an executive order within the next 
day or two that will prohibit mass gatherings of people in Ohio in an attempt to slow the spread 
of COVID-19.  
 
Heeding the advice of Governor Dewine, and in the continued interest of keeping our school 
environment safe and healthy, we are taking the following precautions to limit gatherings of 
people in our school buildings that do not include students and GJPS staff.  
 
As of today, Thursday, March 12, 2020, all school-related and district-sponsored after 
school events involving parents, family members, volunteers or community members are 
canceled or postponed until further notice.  Any school-related or district-sponsored event 
involving only GJPS students and staff will continue as scheduled. The following chart 
provides examples of these scenarios. 
 

Examples of Allowable Events  
Involving GJPS staff and students only  
(no outside guests/volunteers allowed) 

Examples of Canceled Events 

● During the day assemblies held in 
district school buildings not involving 
outside presenters/volunteers 

● After school tutoring 
● After school PASS room support 
● After school clubs 
● Athletic practices  
● After school GJPS staff meetings 

 

● School concerts, plays, musicals, 
competitions 

● School dances  
● Field trips 
● Classroom/school volunteers helping 

in the school building 
● PTA/PTO and booster club meetings 

and events 
 

 



● In-district professional learning 
opportunities 

● Self-care moments sessions 
● Home instruction 
● Credit recovery instruction 
● Off-site alternate instruction 

● During the day assemblies involving 
outside presenters/volunteers 

● Job fairs/community-related events 
● Other school activity/events that 

would include parents, community 
members, other non-GJPS specific 
staff/students in school buildings 

● Out-of-district professional learning 
opportunities 

● Events involving outside organizations 
previously scheduled to use our 
facilities during non-school hours 

* These lists are not exhaustive and serve as a sample of how events will be categorized. 

 
 
As listed above, activities and events during the school day will continue for students, teachers 
and GJPS staff. Outside visitors and volunteers such as parents, guardians, families and friends 
will not be permitted to attend. Programs and assemblies with personnel from outside 
organizations that are scheduled to perform or teach a class to students during the school day 
will be canceled. 
 
This is a rapidly changing situation. District administrators will continue to assess these 
precautions and timelines, making adjustments as necessary. We will do our best to keep you 
updated as swiftly as possible. 
 
We know much of this creates disappointment and inconvenience, and for that we are sorry. 
These decisions are being made in the best interest of our entire school community and to help 
slow the spread of COVID-19. We all need to work together to protect the health of our 
students, staff, families and the Gahanna-Jefferson community. 
 
As always, we appreciate your understanding during this time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Steve Barrett 
Superintendent 
Gahanna-Jefferson Public Schools 
 

 


